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Dr. McPherson explains his position: 

Because I am a firm believer of religious freedom, I would suggest 
the standard for state intervention (when contrary to parental 
religious beliefs) would be limited in scope. It should include, and 
only include, pediatric cases in which the child's death or severe 
disability is imminent and would, within a reasonable degree of 
medical certainty, be prevented by the administration of appropriate 
medical care. The law would not be used to mandate routine 
medical care (i.e. well child visits, immunizations, etc.) or coerce 
parents to give consent for the same. 

I have also attached (with the permission of the sender) a copy of an email 
sent by Canyon County Prosecuting Attorney Bryan Taylor to Senator Dan J. 
Schmidt referencing this issue. Prosecutor Taylor states in part: 

As a prosecutor, I feel as though it is my responsibility to protect 
our children. A religious defense to crimes against children 
prevents a prosecutor from intervening when necessary. It is 
important that parents know they have a legal duty to provide their 
children with the necessities of life regardless of their religious 
beliefs. 

The Governor's Task Force on Children at Risk has reviewed these matters 
and is concerned for the well-being and protection ofldaho's children in 
circumstances where children have no voice in medical choice. We collectively 
share the concerns and philosophy shared by Dr. McPherson that religious freedoms 
must be protected; but vulnerable children must also be appropriately sheltered from 
unnecessary harm and death. 

We would encourage you to consider amending the religious exemptions to 
exclude them from application where a child's death or severe disability is imminent. 
We will continue to review this matter as information becomes available. 
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